THE MISSOURI FEDERATION

COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN

Announces

30th Annual YES I CAN! Awards Program

The Foundation for Exceptional Children established the Yes I Can! International Awards Program in 1981 to acknowledge the achievements of children and youth with disabilities; to overcome barriers caused by public misconceptions; to encourage children and youth with disabilities to seek their highest potential; and to increase public awareness of the abilities, aspirations, and personal qualities of people with disabilities.  Each year children and youth with disabilities, between 2-21 years old, are recognized for their accomplishments in the following categories:  Academics, Arts, Athletics, Community Service, Employment, Extracurricular Activities, Independent Living Skills, Self-Advocacy, or Technology.  Each nominee is eligible in only ONE category.  Each applicant must be nominated by two people.  Both nominators must select the same category or the nomination will be considered incomplete and the application will not be reviewed by the Selection Committee.


The MO-FED CEC will nominate the state recipient for the International Yes I Can! Award.

Past Missouri State Recipients

2004 
TimWallace, Athletics


2005 
Patrick Corwin, Athletics



2006    Matt Montgomery, Athletics



2007
Greg Abbott, Technology

2008
Michael Logan, Self Advocacy


Joseph Reneker, Arts


TJ Slocum, Extra Curricular Activity

2009    Andy Janssen, Community Service







2011    Ellaun Williams, Extra Curricular
Nomination forms and guidelines can be accessed on-line at

http://yesican.sped.org
YES I CAN! AWARDS
The YES I CAN! Awards Program

To nominate:
· Nominees for the Yes I Can! Awards Program must be between 2-21 years old.

· Each nominee is eligible in only ONE category.

· Two people must nominate each applicant.  Both nominators must select the same category or the nomination will be considered incomplete and the application will not be reviewed by the Selection Committee.

· Go to http://yesican.sped.org to obtain nomination forms.

· Send one (1) copy of the application to:

Carla Harrison 
MO-CEC Awards Committee

639 W. Chestnut Expressway
Springfield, MO 65802
Or by email Re: MO-CEC Awards

caharrison@spsmail.org
Applications must be postmarked/received no later than Friday, January 6, 2012.
Announcement of the recipient and presentations of the YES I CAN! Award will be made at the Missouri Federation CEC Spring Conference, 2012.  The recipient (and family) will receive one night’s lodging, gift card, and luncheon meal.  This recipient will be nominated for the National Yes I Can! Award by the Missouri Federation CEC.  That National nomination is made for the following year and will be presented at the CEC Convention & Expo in San Antonio, Texas April 3-6, 2013.
