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Conference Speakers




Best Practices and Transition
Building Community Partnerships
Barb Wright, Director of Special Services, Liberty Public Schools, Liberty, Missouri
Jenny Rovel-Jones, Gateway Academy Teacher, Liberty Public Schools, Liberty, Missouri
This presentation will address ways to work with community business partners to open doorways for volunteer and paid employment opportunities for young adults with disabilities.

DAP in Mobile Technology: Apps Successfully Utilized by Early Childhood Educators

Joy Voss, Assistant Professor

Saint Louis University, St. Louis, Missouri

This presentation focuses on the DAP use of mobile technology (iPod, iTouch, iPad and Smart phones) in Early Childhood/Early Childhood Special settings. Technology implementation is based on embedding activities to meet the needs of all young learners. Demonstrations will include a selection of apps and the integration of technology into the classroom.

University – Early Childhood Center Professional Development Partnership
Rebecca Panagos, Ph.D., Professor, Lindenwood University, St. Charles, Missouri

Kally Hantak, M. ED, Ph.D., Early Intervention Coordinator

United Services Early Childhood Center, St. Peters, Missouri

An Early Intervention Specialist and professor will share their design of a collaborative partnership to offer clinical teaching opportunities for graduate students in a university Early Interventions and Autism and Sensory Impairments program and professional development for staff in the schools.
Fitting the Pieces Together: Making Eligibility Determinations

Reta Tyrrel, Special Programs Director

Mountain Grove R-3 Schools, Mountain Grove, Missouri 
Does this student meet the eligibility criteria to receive special education services? What are the critical questions to be answered? What do I do with this kid?  When do I need more information? These are some of the questions that will be answered in this session about making eligibility decisions. 
Intervention Systems for Middle and High School Students

Shantel Farnan, Instructor – Special Education

Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, Missouri
Looking for ideas and resources to provide interventions for students at the secondary level, especially for those most at risk? Allow me to share where a school started and where they are today in implementing a practical, research-based comprehensive and sustained model which increases students’ engagement with school and learning, reduces dropouts and increases student achievement.
Behavior and Autism

Who works nicely? Who plays nicely? Who would make you happy if they weren’t in school today?
Carol Daniels, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Emporia State University, Emporia, Kansas
Jim Persinger, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Emporia State University, Emporia, Kansas

RtI emphasizes identification of targeted interventions, but social needs are often not screened or addressed. This presentation will demonstrate a simple and easy sociometric means to identify social isolates, popular students and changes in interaction patterns. In addition, a research based intervention will be presented that addresses targeted behaviors.

Empathy Training for Staff and Peers of Students with Autism

Elaine Goodner, Special Education Teacher North Kansas City School District, Kansas City, MO
June Hayworth, Special Education Teacher, North Kansas City School District, Kansas City, MO
Shayla Mendy, Facilitator, North Kansas City School District, Kansas City, MO
This session will provide an introduction to general education teachers by special education teachers to assist in understanding the unique behaviors and challenges of students with autism. Then an empathy lesson presented to general education class that opens conversation with peers and staff for an understanding of students with autism in the inclusive classroom. 
Interventions and Strategies for Secondary Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders:  Increasing Independence and Social Competence

Sabrina VanBuskirk, Ph. D., Autism Programming Coordinator  

Center School District, Liberty, Missouri
This session will focus on the unique needs of adolescents with ASD at the secondary level. Practical strategies will be shared for self-monitoring of behavior in order to increase independence and lessen reliance on others. Additionally, strategies and interventions for increasing student social competence in a highly social environment will be discussed.
Social Skills Beyond High School

Rachel Victor, Learning Specialist, Columbia Public Schools, Columbia, Missouri
Shae Collier, Learning Specialist, Columbia Public Schools, Columbia, Missouri
Teaching all students with IEP’s and 504 social skills to help them in their post-secondary goals. Many students go off to the work force, college and sheltered workshops and do not have appropriate communication skills to help them be successful in these environments. With the right curriculum and/or job training, students can be more successful by staying in school and/or keeping a job.
Student Centered Strategies

Tech to Save the Day: Technology in the Functional and Community Based Setting
Theresa Mischel Smith, Functional Skills Special Education Teacher 

North Kansas City School District, Kansas City, Missouri
I love technology!  Integrating technology into my classroom instruction makes my life easier and helps hook the interest of my students.  It provides endless opportunities for personalization and making connections to home and community. I will share some of the cool things my students are doing and how I support their learning.

Student Led IEPs
Amy Kralik, Resource Special Education Teacher

North Kansas City School District, Kansas City, Missouri
Learn how you can empower your students by giving them the tools to have a voice in developing their own education plans. This presentation will showcase one teacher’s journey towards utilizing SL-IEPs and will provide participants with practical ideas for implementation in grades K-12.

Personal Future Planning – A Road Map for the Future
Janus Hinson, High School Speech Pathologist

North Kansas City School District, Kansas City, Missouri
What will happen when your students with disabilities leave their educational supports? Don’t short change them by not focusing on their hopes, dreams, and concerns. Come and learn an alternative to the traditional ‘system centered’ approach. Connect the short term NOW to the long term FUTURE.

The Brain – Mind Connection: Using Music, BrainTeasers, Brain Gym and other movement activities to promote student learning and engagement. 

Barbara W. Martin, Assistant Professor

Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, Missouri
Do you ever have days where you feel like you are just not “getting through” to your students?  STOP teaching, step back and get “organized”. Movement activates and organizes the brain to better prepare for input. In addition, movement also helps students (and their teachers) manage stress and performance anxiety. Be ready to MOVE in this interactive session and learn some new strategies to engage your students.
Vision – More Than You Can See!

Michael Flynn, Executive Director, Vision Intervention Program, Jefferson City, Missouri
Vision is a learned skill and many students have functional vision issues. These issues cause learning difficulty and can be fixed.  Join us and learn how you can help.
Policy Updates

Extreme Makeover:  The Sequel
Teri Goldman, Attorney, Mickes Goldman O’Toole, LLC – St. Louis, Missouri

Ms. Goldman will review requirements for IDEA evaluations and eligibility determinations and “makeover” documents that do not represent the best practice.
DESE Update
Pam Williams, Coordinator, Special Education Services, DESE
The DESE Update will highlight the most recent compliance topics.

Bonus Movie Sessions

“Darius Goes West”, The Roll of his Life is a documentary by Logan Smalley about Darius Weems, a teenager afflicted with Duchenne muscular dystrophy who embarked during the Summer of 2005 on a 7,000 mile road trip across the United States to promote awareness of the fatal disease Duchenne muscular dystrophy, and to raise money for research into a cure.
“Including Samuel”
Photojournalist Dan Habib rarely thought about the inclusion of children with disabilities

before he had his son Samuel eight years ago. Now he thinks about inclusion every day.

Habib documented his family's efforts to include Samuel in every facet of their lives, a

journey that transforms each of them.
